
Thought for the Day Easter Day Luke 24.1-12 

 The gospel reading for Easter Day is really a story in four parts.  It 

begins with some of the women that are close to Jesus coming to the 

tomb where his body has been laid to anoint it with oils and spices.  

Jesus is dead and they want to pay their respects to him by following a 

customary ritual.  A ritual that provides comfort to the mourner as well as 

showing regard for the loved one deceased.  Death is an inevitable part 

of life, and the death of a leader and friend is devastating. Jesus’ friends 

know he is dead and they expect him to stay dead.  They set off to look 

for the dead amongst the dead. When they arrive at the tomb and it is 

empty and this doesn’t bring them any clarity about Jesus, it brings them 

into confusion and worry.  Has some wild animal carried him off, or 

worse has his body been stolen and taken away?  It’s hard to imagine 

what might be spinning through their minds.  Those of us who have lost 

loved ones and laid them to rest know how important it is to get 

everything done properly.  There is a calmness and a comfort in the 

ritual and pattern, and suddenly here it’s all different.    

 Next the women receive a message, “Why do you look for the 

living among the dead?  He is not here but has risen”.  The women 

encounter the resurrection through a message, through a third party.  

They do not see Jesus coming out of the tomb, God sends word through 

messengers. We can identify with this as we receive the message of the 

resurrection.  Jesus doesn’t come to us and stand before us on Easter 

morning, we hear the message, and what a message.  A message that 

runs counter to our everyday experiences of life and death.  A message 

that death is not the end, there is more to come. 

 The logical reaction to such a message is unbelief.  We don’t 

usually look for the living among the dead, nor do we look for the dead 

among the living, we have a sense of where each should be. When the 

women think about it, and what the messengers are saying, they 

remember what Jesus had said to them and so they go back to the 

apostles and tell them what has happened.  This is met with the logical 

reaction.  The men don’t believe them.  It’s just too difficult to process 

and so they simply think it’s an idle tale. They can’t believe them.  It 

would be simple to think that unbelief means that people believe nothing.  

This is not the case, it means that they believe something else.  The 

apostles believe that Jesus is dead and that is the end of the story.  

What the women are saying is counter to all that they know, so why 



would they believe them?  Even the strongest people die. Experience 

tells us, and our modern world urges us, that life is finite and we must 

make the most of it while we can.  We are bombarded with messages 

that ‘life is too short’ and encouraged to spend, spend, spend to make 

our lives more comfortable because ‘you don’t know what’s around the 

corner’. The message of Jesus is that death is real but it’s not the end. In 

Jesus life wins.  

 The apostle’s don’t believe the message, but Peter is stirred by 

something.  The message is so outrageous, what if it might be true, 

could it just be possible?  He runs to the tomb and finds it empty, just as 

the women said. He too returns amazed.  

 A child recently commented, “People don’t usually come back from 

being dead, so when Jesus did it was a miracle…therefore Easter is 

important because it’s the day we celebrate miracles”.    

 Those of us who gather together for worship on Easter Sunday 

follow in Peter’s footsteps.   We hear the message and we too dare to 

believe. The Easter story tells us that death is not the end, it turns the 

world upside down. It’s an incredible message and we are compelled to 

believe it as God continues to challenge the certainty of death with the 

promise of life. He is risen indeed alleluia.  

 


